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NOTES BY THE WAV. 

{1 Mr. Edward Clodd’s Presidential Address, upon his 
section as President of ‘The Folk-Lore Society,’ is, on 
as scholarly and entertaining as it is racy and 
¢; but he makes us smile when he draws his own 
(in describing «a Folklorist) as ‘without bias, 
assumptions of relative truth or falsity,’ We 
id say, on the contrary, that Mr. Clodd is pretty nearly 
§ and what is not bias is assumption ;—all pervaded, 
mr, fore and aft, by learning, both subtile and wide. 
ht mean by‘ bins is, the set resolve to see every 
hat he wants to see—and no more. For instance, 
dame Blavatsky is only that colossal old liar’; Eusapia 
lino is only n cheat,’ and Professor Oliver Lodge and 
Vers are only ‘befooled observers.’ This Folklorist, 
mon with some Psychical Researchers, thinks that 
rently thin and limited trick should wipe out 
8 apparently genuine and complicated experi- 
ES is that for ‘bias’ and ‘assumption,’ or for 
¢ and patient inquiry! 
odd has yet to learn the elementary facts of 
umship; as for instance, that a medium is not 
Saint; that a medium is a sensitive, and can 
ad by beings in as well as out of the flesh ; that 
n “Ss . by the evil as well as by the 
‘4 medium can be a silly trifler on Monday and 
on Tuesday, and be unable to properly 
p tremendous moral and intellectual ditference. 


* 


n that Mr. Clodd repeats the statement that 
„ to her feet, by putting her boot toe on 
ot and her heel on another's. If this is done, 
have only themselves to blame. What 
would think of securing a medium's foot by 
u mine? He would say—I will arrange 
or I must put my foot upon it. As a 
asapia’s feet’ were held when manifesta- 
No wonder that some of ‘the befooled 
mutter’ (as Mr. Clodd says), 2 pur si 
or Lodge maintains the reality of 
” Tndeed, what has happened since 
yo sittings abundantly strengthens 


raud is produced, A case, lately 
Ohio, U.S.), is instructive on this 
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used to the tricks and ways of the world an almost any person 
you could meet, Her séances were generally given at her own 
home in the country, occasionally going out to some of the 
neighbouring towns. This medium was finally induced to go to 
Buffalo, and there, surrounded by policemen, aud persons bent 
upon mischief and ignorant of the rudimentary laws of spirit- 
return, she was most shamefully treated, and this treatment 
resulted in her death, A hundred years from to-day conduct 
of that character will be branded as foul murder. I saw this 
medium the day after she returned from Buffalo; her eye- 
balls were extensively protruded ; she drooled at the mouth ; 
her tongue, throat and left lung were partially paralysed ; her 
tongue projected from her mouth, and for weoks she was idiotic, 
She got some better, and then grew worse and died. This 
medium found fault with her controls for allowing her to be 
placed in this trap. Her guides felt sad, and had great cause 
for regret, and from them I learned that they could not have 
prevented it. To be brief, they taught me that the mental 
forces of the mundane circle, in conjunction with some mischiev- 
ous spirits, predominuted, Of course there were persons 
engaged in that expose who thought they were doing God 

service! Oh, howignorant! Shall [ say ignorant antl criminal { 


Wo are informed that the small-pox scare, and there 
fore small-pox, is nearly at an end in Gloucester. This 
body-sodden human race has much to learn on the subject 
of ‘contagion’ It is perhaps impossible to prove it, but 
we entirely believe that the run of small-pox in Gloucester 
had as much to do with suggestion as anything else. It is 
fairly cloar that stigmatisation, once regarded as a trick or 
a lie, can be accounted for as the result of suggestion: and 
very high authorities tell us that one may readily frighten 
one’s self into cholera, paralysis, eczema, and a dozen other 
miseries. The absolute immunity from small-pox of un- 
vaccinated Leicester is puzzling England. Reliance upon 
sanitation may account for it, but Leicester's contempt for 
small-pox may have as much to do with it. There seems 
to be no nest for it. 


Wo believe that a profound truth underlies the doc- 
trine and practice variously known as ‘Christian Science,’ 
‘Faith Cure, and ‘Mental Healing.’ Naturally enough, 
all sorts of sentimentalities and exaggerations have attended 
the emergence of this truth, but it is here, and it is here 
for a mighty work, 

A pamphlet by Henry Wood on the question, ‘ Has 
Mental Healing a Valid Scientitic and Religious Basis!“ 
(Boston; Lee and Shepard), deals with this subject in a 
highly satisfactory manner. He takes us down to the deep 
truths, that the real ego is not a body but a soul having 
bodily expression, and that it makes all the diflerence 
whether the man or the body be enthroned in the couscious- 
ness, ‘In the proportion that a spiritual self-consciousness 
is cultivated, there is a growing sense of command of the 
visible instrument.’ As we just put it, we are a body- 

sodden race ; or, as Mr. Wood puts it, The trickling rill 
of conscious thinking has rendered turbid the whole sub- 
conscious reservoir, The accumulated strands of the un- 
have been twisted into the 
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The kingdom of Heaven is 
and 


of reciprocity with disease,’ 
inden within ux; Ves and the kingdom of hell: 


sometimes they strive for mastery in one and the same soul, 


We are always interested in The Senate,’ a very bright 
and racy though over puchful monthly. It is political, 
poetic, personal (the alliteration ie sheer accident). A late 
number has a delightfully thoaghtful Article on ‘Tho Real 
Thing,’ glorifying, not it at all. but the opposite, Illusions 
make carth habitable,’ says this writer: ‘the happiest men 
are a little Blind.’ Life is like a pretty face which 

Is but modelled on a skull.“ 

„From birth to death we comfort ourselves with 
Westens and dodge the real thing.” We cling to romances, 
we like to dress up life with ceremonials, as we decorate 
the body with ‘dress,’ and hide both as much as we can. 
The poets are our consolers and saviours, and we tire of 
them only when they are matter of. fact. At the present 

moment we are drifting into ‘practicality’ and common- 
place. The rage is for money, for things to play with and 
things to d The glory is fading into the light of the 
common day. Heaven be praised for the old poets, artists, 
musicians, seers! We heartily agree with the writer of 
»The Real Thing 

Let as be thankful that the poets were our only historians of 


the goklem ay. for probably the real thing then was as dis- 
appeinting as it is new. Let us be thankful we can never know; 


that one tract of dreamland is thus preserved to us inviolate for 


pristine loveliness, and that aanewhere still in the heart of it 

Sir Philip Sydney shepherd boy is piping in the sunshine as 
u be would never grow old’; apd, as other illusions leave 
we are grateful that this must always remain, and that, though 
Arendy has vanished atterly, 
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MR. MORSE IN THE UNITED STATES. 


‘The Banner of Light’ for May 30th contai 
verbatim report of an able address by Mr. J. J. Mone, 
San Francisco, On * Psychology, Ancient and Mod 
The address covers a great deal of ground, and ine! 
references to the old conflict between the Aristotelian 


Platonic systems of philosophy, te Indian mythology ant 


occultism, to the records in the Old and New Testan 
of psychological activities, and to the great dev 
psychology in modern times. The following extra 


give some idea of the value of this thoughtful addr 
The history of the careers of the Apostles and their Ms 
indicating the existence 


is but a record of such experiences, 
latent in 


action of psychical possibilities 
Again, there is the same strong family likeness 
phenomena in Palestine and in India, Persia, 
Egypt, to say nothing of Greece and Rome 
the reality of these facts it is not sufficient to claim them a 
Miraculous and true when occurring in Judea, but rather that | 
also it must be admitted that they are identical with the ole 
facts, that there are possibilities of human nature overys 

in he sense miraculous, or in need of being classed as di 
experiences, or confined to the territory usually describe 
the Holy Land. 

Tt is impossible to read either the Old Testament or the New = 
Without realising that its principal personages were cndowel 
With, or possessed and exercised, psychic faculties that depen! 
for their existence upon conditions that are not found in the | | 


man's make-uy 
between : 
Chakles 


In maintains 


normal conditions of the human organisation, and which suz- 
gest there is a range of sapernorma! functions in our nature 
that pertain to the operations of consciousness upon planes ve 
are not onlinarily familiar with; facts, too, that have always 
been recognised, and are s> still, by the Romish Church, aad 
not absolutely denied by the Protestant secession, as incidents 
in the lives of Luther, Calvin, Whitetield, the Wesleys, Sweden. 
borg, Fox, and Irving, all testify. 

In the medieval period there is no doubt that in Europe 
payehie phenomena flourished considerably. ' 
Paracelsus, Athanasius Kircher, Van Helmont, the famous 
Seeress of Prevorst, are names that persistently assert thew. 

i 
' 


Jung-Stilling, 


Selves in this connection, while magic, witchcraft, the evil eye, 
magic mirrors, cabalistic circles, signs, incantations, invocations, 
and evocations, were well-known incidents associated with 
the manifestations of psychic facts in the period nov 


that was fantastic, 
up with 


handed 


under notice. Undoubtedly much 
Superstitiows and erroneous, was mixed 

the eal facts. But when all that has been 

us is examined in the light of our present under 

of ‘suggestion,’ auto- “suggestion, telepathy, sub 

ciousne alternating personalities and the modey | 


theosophieu! phenomena of trances, thought. 


visicn, Ko., there appears enough of 
. of a bygone day to cause ust Ty 
(Li them as being all the results of } 
when dealing with facts that wer 
properly understood. { 
p all that has been said in this brief 1 
topio: Modern psychical research 
werte considered weird and cette 
anys ignorance, superstition, ai 
oped them, with the Consequence 
will be brought out into the 
ptage of all concerned. | 
nd of freedom for good work 
of the ages—for a people 
0 —— are, who threw 
d years, who have rise 
„ who hesitate at m 


8 
ths * 1 


2 
au ao 


36, | 
. 


Such a people are, by nature and inheritance, and by 
| aptitade, quite fitted to carry on the new psychology 
{| ‘they harmonise the old truths with the new facts, and ao 
sm the world n roadway, safe and sound, over which the 
‘ions of after-ayes shall walk up to that temple wherein 
It be found the evidences that man is something more than 
r, that mind is something more than brain functioning, 
ho grave is not a closed door, but a passage-way to the 


decke haven of our hopes. 


i 


—— — 
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OBSESSION--THE LAWS OF CONTROL. 


@ subject of Obsession has of late been brought 
ently before the readers of Laut Unfortunately 
been presented from one point of view (editorial 
ntations of it excepted), and that not the best one, 
hing like it. By way of counter-active influence, 
f some extracts on the same subject from ‘The 
inciples of Nature,’ a monumental work of ideal medium- 
hip that has no parallel in kind, no peer in quality, 

noha at the whole range of purely mediumistic litera- 
®, ancient and modern :— 


There is a science of mediumship that is overlooked and dis- 
ded in the great majority of cases of attempted develop- 
it and control; and hence the disastrous effects that are so 
which attend the exercise of this beneficent gift— 
cont only when developed and exercised according to the 
law. Ignorance on the part of the many spirits who are 
ous to develop an avenue of easy approach to the material 
Mand the same on the part of those in that sphere who 
in re that ambition, effects the same results as ignorance 
< + . . 2 
* viz. propagates confusion of ideas, mistaken notions, 
and hinders progress. 
wntable lack of discrimination among adherents of 
Philosophy—people whose judgments could be 
usted on other subjects—as well as more superticial 
ha § produced its legitimate results in society ; and to- 
iumship, with a large class, stands on a level with con. 
and mediums with prestidigitators. False reasoning has 
in the matter of spirit manifestations, until it 
iy that there is no reason about them; and so 
ed with the epidemic delusions which have period- 
ad mankind in various countries, So-called mediums 
ted false notions of everything that has passed 
igi review, until it appears to some of the best thinkers 
re is nothing reliable about mediumship but its un- 
ty. It does not follow asa necessary consequence of 
hip that such things result. By no means; but as an 
gnorance of its laws and requirements, as above stated. 
evelopment, applied to individuals of different 
ies, operates differently, The mental consti- 
on by this law for unfolding it in a natural 
10 serving the equilibrium of its faculties, blooms 
Ss fruitago like a plant transferred from a native soil 
are unfavourable to growth, to one where 
armth, and moisture combine to renovate its 
set it on the rapid road to the consumma- 
its existence. On the contrary, by the 
his law it may become distorted, its capabilities 
ead of increased. as the just law demands ; it 
nged to the stage of insanity, and wrecked too 
tion while in the Hesl... 
nducted, are the breeding places of the 
iet the body of believers. Disorders of 
stice are the unavoidable result of teachings 
1 by mediums, imperfectly developed as are 
eceive their impetus to discourse through 
Phe element of disorder in such cases is the 
ing of the psychological intluence 
sling spirit, leaving out of the 
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vlton are 80 expressed instead of than of the controller, from 
the fact that the latter has not developed the power over his 
subject to bring the latter into such close sympat iat ie relations 
with his own as to form an unbroken channel for his thought. 
This is possible by complete control ; and to bring a medium 
to such a stage of development as makes this possible and easy, is 
the only safeguard against intrusive psycholoyical influence. . . 

The following truth—which is pertinent to this part of the 
subject of development—cannot he too often stated nor too 
urgently impressed upon mankind in the flesh ; viz., that 
the demons or, more strictly speaking, the devils, who haunt 
circles, disturbing manifestations and obsessing sensitives, are the 
creations of the circles; that obsessed persona are viclims of dis- 
ordered conditions of the brain, induced by unwise efforts on the 
part of spirits to get and keep control of them ; or they are 
subjects of epilepsy, whom spirits control to the best of their 
ability while the spasins are imminent, to seek ta prevent or 
mit igate them. 

In no case is this class of phenomena induced by malignant 
spirits, who are seeking to vent their Spite against mankind or 
individuals through this channel of communication. The order 
The order of the 
spirit world is based on intelligence and enlightenment, as that 


of society in spirit life forbids this. 


of human society in the flesh is, in civilised lands ; and though 
devils as direful in strength and malignity as Milton's fallen 
angels, with his arch fiend at their head, should martial them- 
selves for an onslaught on the world of poor mortals, they 
would be repelled back by a power as overmastering as that 
which hurled those into the abyss of despair. 

Government originates with the intelligence of the higher 
spheres of life, and is propagated downwards with germs of 
intellectual life that are infused into minds struggling on the 
upward pathway of development, as ideas on all things pertinent 
to human progress are. The germs of institutions are sown 
among men as the grain is scattered on the soil; and they 
vilalise a soil that is of the proper variety to bring forth the 
proper fruit. Order is so much the law with communities in 
spirit life that they control the criminals that come to them in 
a way to effectually prevent their preying upon the morals of 
society at home and in earth life as well. Were it not so, the 
pandemonium that earth and the spheres would be us utterly 
inconceivable by mortals. No language is adequate to depict 
the conditions that would be propagated broadeast by the 
unnumbered multitudes of the depraved, who would delight in 
the miseries they could inflict, and revel in the work of de- 
moralisation. The thought is injustice to the Wisdom that 
designed the order of Nature and made it the prerogative of the 
higher sphere to elevate the lower by its influence, and not 
depress it. 

There is no supposing a case so opposed to law and precedent 
as that of a demoniacal spirit intervening his influence to dis- 
turb developm nt or manifestations of any sort. The disturb- 
ance comes from a class of spirits—people like those to be 
found in every class of society —who mistake their capacities 
for certain kind of labour, and hence their callings ; or they are 
those who wnivittingly interpose their influence where it does 
mischief. Obsessions by this grade of spirits are common 
among the ! wer class of investigators, who hold circles for 
amusement, and to gratify an idle curiosity. Examples are not 
wanting where obsessions, in such circles, have ended dis- 
astrously for sensifives, who have acted the part of mj under 
an influence they were unable to resist, which tus uf combined 
magnetic forces of spirits and sitters, that formed a battery so 
strong and so distracting as to craze the poor victim. 
Strong men have been smitten with a species of madness that 
has developed into insanity and culminated, in some instances, 
in self-destruction by starvation or other means, The instances 
of this character that have occurred and are occurring among 
both sexes in consequence of the misapplication of the low of 
devdupment are more numerous than is generally supposed by 
advocates of the harmful practice so much in vogue, although 
exagyerated greatly by some statisticians. 

The harm wrought does not all appear so plainly on the 
surface as this. Much of it is of the insidious character that 
secretly saps the intelligence of sitters as well as subjects, for 
all . in such oirvles are affected, though in ditferent degrees, 
by the incongruous conditions, 

Phe law forbids the trespassing on the domain of the brain 
nd nervous system of all sorts of imaguettc vinanations that 
velop, and these most favourably constituted for with- 


= 
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standing sach conditions are not safe in hararding the experi- 
ment of exposing themselves ta them. 

The question is very pertinent one, s often asked, as to 
why the great majerity of spirits communicating Convey the 
impression that evil spirits display their m alignity through 
mediumistic subjects. ‘Spirits ought to know, and facts speak 
for themselves,” ia the common answer to all arguments against 
the theory that evil is propagated to mortal life from spirit life. 
The facts are just these: Phenomena adapt themselves to this 
theory, which is as old as the race, and has as strong 4 hold on 
the intelligence of a vast majority of religious minds and 
others having any faith in a future life, as any theory over had 
on the human mini, based on phenomena of an uncertain 
charvcter. Hence it follows that to a great majority of investi- 
gators, the phenomena that are or seem to be of a diabolical 
character have no other signification than as coming from spirits 
inflamed with pasdons such as are excited in subjects under 
what is termed dewontacal control. The fact that this 
delusion has taken such deep root in the body of believers in to 
be accounted for, in part, on the principle that spirits are mis- 
represented persistently through sensitiv and mediums tohose 
Precenceived erroneous notions are tot eradicated by spiritual 
demlopment ; which means, by a thorough making over of the 
mentality—such a thervagh educational and developing process 
= is rarely ventured upon with mediums for ordinary work, 
ami which is efficient for overbearing all influences from earthly 
tinds whose opinions are projected from them upon sensitives, 
with a psychological force that is (otherwise) overpowering. 

To spirits there is no other way but to consent, for the time 
being, to » delasion which it is out of their power to confute 
suceessfully. Their hald of fleshly instruments is hased upon 
such laws, so intricate is the science of control for teaching, and 
© liable are they tu fall short of accomplishing what ia, in their 
estimation, of the most importance, that they neglect details, 
«0 of doctrine and principles, where they cannot do these justice 
through their channels of commanication. That this is the rule 
in shown by the teschings of inspired persons in all ages to the 
present, wherein the truth comes conspicuously to light. The 

Churchman is confirmed in his doctrines by the spirits that 
communicate throagh him or his children, or friends educated 
ws he hes been. The Atheist ix equally strengthened in his 
views, throagh the same sort of channel ; and the Spiritualist 
who has decided views on any eubject finds them confirmed by 
his favourite mediums, who, perchance, may teach one 
thing under that of another ; and «nother still, when left free 


to the unbiaewd contend uf the spirit prompter. (pp, 3043, 
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ANIMALS IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


The capacity for accepting evidence of t hing ‘Piritusl 
to a large extent, to be a matter of temperament. Kya), a 
ot the 5 
And. though the, ' 
hoen a considerable body of information yviven to 4) a 
through mediumistic telling of 


natural as this, with beauties of animal, vegetable 


Spiritualists this question of the survival 


animals is quite & matter of opinion, 
arcs, 


piritual pho 


„ tel fh, 


existences far surpassing those of our own mundane «tay, 
are still % much under the influence of the scientific inet 
of the age, which rejects every fact that cannot he * * 
within the range of positive materialistic demonstration. | 
oven Spiritualists of some experience are extremely cant 
lest by 
scientific a theory as that of 
lay themselves open to he scoffed at by the wiseacry 
as dreamers or romancers. No doubt a 
ciam in these things is wise and 
the case of wmediumistic utterances which are 
in their testimony upon several important 
tions Which might, upon the face of them, appear to } 
matters of fact rather than of opinion. 
4 spirit, who is controlling a medium upon a public platform, 
asked the question: Do animals exist in the spirit world! any 
one inexperienced in the ways of mediumship would naturally 
expect the spirit to be able to give a direct answer, affirm. 
ative or negative, and that all spirits who 
agrees in that answer. But it is not so. We are, notwilh 
standing a great deal of valuable and reliable information 
received through mediums, still very much left by the intelli. 
wences of the spirit world to the devices of our own reasoning 
faculties. Wisely so, I think. Therefore, 
regards it as irrational Lo suppose that a favourite dog or unter 
may meet his master again in another world, and fears that if 
he admits those animals he may not be able to draw the line 
against the more objectionable creatures, the controlling spint 
would find it extremely difficult to get « contrary piece of 
information through that medium’s brain. Some of our 
tmedioms, for example, are bitten by the craze for acientitic 
terminology and talk learnedly of evolution, monads, proto 
plasm, Ge, and trace man’s development through endless 
gradations back to the primordial forms of life. Therefore, wo 
them, such scientific opinions at stake, it cannot be 
who have no locus standi, except 
upon which man has reached his individuality, 
ö have n continued conscious existence in the 
tat ot being. Thus it is that theories, which 
u ng hypotheses of materialistic science, be 
i in mediumistic utterances, much to the von- 
ent of the spiritualistic neophyte, to whom 
ot ansible to find the spirits disagreeing 
„ regarding the things of their own 
% knowledge which the spirit world 
his sphere ean only be given ax we are 
to receive it-—a fitness not necesanly 


ic * wl of the acientifie schools. 
y the : to receive, and ia tinged 
sien of recipient when transferred 


N n pleasant thought 
that in any human state of 
Ince. And it is u reasonable 
higher life all those things 
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animala, 
whole ome oni 
necessary, particularly in 
divergent 
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when a medium 
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— 
Jone , 1800) 


en only of the hoauties of creation. Ii is extremely likely that, 
person a naturalist, he would soon wish himself back 
earth again. 

‘true some of our learned Spiritualiets are kind enough 
toallow as the supposition that it may be possible for the spirit, 
jy Mit Not of will, to perpetuate for atime the life of his favourite 
bg One wonders whether this will-power ia equal to the task 
i perpetuating the trees and flowers also, ‘Truly the will 
enen g very potent force in the minds of some ; but we have 

had evidence of ita power to create, except in the 

‘of illusions. Tam afraid we are in danger of theorising 

— into a pretty labyrinth by our penchant for the 
of scientific profundity, It is still true today, na 
many things are hidden from the wine and prudent 


—— unto babes, Witttam Ham, 


5 (To be continued.) 


a AN INTERVIEW WITH DR. HACKS. 


Dr Hacks was invited, he nya, to join « ‘number’ of 
getting up this book ' Le Diable au XIXe Sivele.” 
itn a bachelor, doing press work on the Petit 
Ke, and was glad to accept the exceptional remuncra- 
d. Since then he has married and set up in practice 
ome set of rooms. He co-operated only ina minor 
first volume. When he found that it was going 
amusing caricature and was being taken seriously by 
0 and that it was entering into personal questions, 


‘ceased to be Dr. Bataille, which pseudonym is, 
im, still carried on, and embraces a multiplex and 
Mike personality. Dr. Hacks, actuated by the dictates 
mal honour, would reveal nothing with regard to his 
Tt was evident that he looks with great gusto to 
‘success of the ‘speculation,’ and with enjoyment of 
folly of mankind. 
aflirins himself to be, and always to have been, 
materialist and an absolute disbeliever in the 
His position in this respect is so firm that he 
the has resigned his membership in the ‘Société 
yehiques’” because that body admits the possible 
‘supernatural phenomena. It would be somewhat 
it may be surmised, if the contents of the 
desk happened to leak out into the papers. But 
no probability at present. 
one of the largest parishes in Paris, to whom 1 
— „ Canon of the Church, has taken some 
„ Wishing to find out whether Diana 
owe he wrote to her at the address of the 
ying that as bis parish was indirectly associ- 
version he would be glad to advise and help 
areply, written in perfect French, free from 
m, stating that she had withdrawn into a con- 
ut her penitence, but that she could not tell 
* 4 as che had decided to withdraw into perce 
1 her existence to be mythical ; 
„ She must be mentally weak, and is 
inscrupulous speculators. He consulted the 
* to whether the reported centre of 
1 any basis in fact, The Bishop replied, 
far u. he could learn there was no basis 
nd of the vicar’s told him that he had 
ting contributors to this enterprise 
| the whole thing as a joke. 
y had dined with Diana Vaughan 
’ nd they inade statements with 
t be rohen 3 but Seon would 
bite ‘const whole thin 


en 
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Louis of Louviers, with her confessions, iq which she declares 
the Tupietios, Abominations, and Sacrileges which she practisod 
and witnewed both in that convent and at the Witches! 
Sabbath.’ The book of the Capucin Friar, Raprit de Howrager, 
. History of the Posseasion of the Nuns of St. Elizabeth of 
Louviers,’ may also have served a similar purpose. Michelet 
refers to this book in his ‘La Sorcibre,’ and describes it uu u 
work which will remain immortal in the records of human 
stupidity, The Friar Esprit, however, wrote in artless, simple 
belief in what he described, while the modern imitation by 
Parixian journalists is probably an ‘up-to-date’ quizzing penny 
dreadfal, 

From another source, It is stated that Dr. Bataille still 
gives consultations in the orthodox St, Sulpice Quarter, but now 
appears, or did, with « long beard (the chin of Dr, Hacks is 
shaved). It in affirmed that the ‘fun’ for the participants 
who fatten on the plunder behind the acenes is vproarious. It 
was also stated that the contributors included two ecclestastion. 
It is evident that the cow that milks to the tune of £8000 
month (20,000 subseribers at one franc) on this quality of food, 
will not fail to be well supplied. It is 4% be expected that 
similar works will still be fortheoming from the same prolific 
source, Lill the appetite of the in public in question becomes 
jaded with this strong food. 

I fail to see that the further extracts from this mendacious 
compilation presented by Mrs. Bodington carry any greater 
probability of veracity than the remainder of the book, That 
Dr. Hacks has travelled much, and is a skilful romancer, is 
beyond question. But the confirmatory evidence presented 
under the cloak of the supposititious Diana Vaughan, since Dr. 
Hacks withdrew, evidently emanates from the same band of 
contributors, 

The reason that the people attacked have not taken action 
against the publishers (as L have been told by several) is that 
the mendacity of the whole thing is too transparent to make it 
worthy of notice, The attention devoted to this affair in 
„Liaur' has been entirely exceptional, perhaps. Even the 
Freemasons who are most directly attacked, have treated 
it with contemptuous indifference. Dr. Hacks is not an 
ultramontane us Mrs, Bodington infers, but 
affirms himself to be » materialist pure and simple aod 
u total disbeliever in the supernatural, and that he shared 
in writing this senwtional penny dreadful simply as a 
piece of journalistic work; to order. The origin of the 
rituals have been traced, and their distortion pointed out. The 
existence of the Charleston centre is denied by one of the best 
authorities of that whose impartiality therein is 
self-evident. The existence of Diana Vaughan is considered, 
hy those who have endeavoured to discover her, to be 
in every probability mythical, or if she does exist, to be 
most probably a diseased visionary. She is shown to be un- 
truthful in her claim of having copied certain rituals at the 
house of the well-known occultist ‘S.A.’ Her claim of descent 
from Thomas Vaughan and the latter's identity with Eirenseus 
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SCIENCE AND THE INVISIBLE WORLD. 


Professor Bixby, in The Arena, writes an advanced 
article on ‘ Professor Ranutgen's Discovery and the 
Invisible World Around Us. We have already had our 
own say on this subject, and we are every day confirmed 
in our opinion that these subtile experiments and inquiries 
will, directly and indirectly, greatly help our spiritual 
faith. As Professor Bixby says, ‘ They supply another of 
those stimulating intimations of an invisible world which 
physical research has, in more than one domain, con- 
tribated to the encouragement of faith. 

A few years ago physical Science induced many 
(chiefly crude onlookers) to imagine that Science would 
make an end of Religion. Today, Science insists upon 
nothing n persistently as that all roads lead into the 
Unseen ; or, if it does not insist upon it, it is aware of it. 
It is the modern physicist who tells us most gravely that 
the things which are seen are tewporal, and the things 
whieh are not seen are eternal.’ 1 
first in pushing into the invisible for the Alpha and 
of all things. ‘The discoveries of Science are di 


ä 
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sciousness, why should the other be re N AS n the 
fiction because its foundations are of the same kin land a ‘leg 

Everything visible we know is transient. If there jy. 
thing permanent it must bo in the invisible sphere. Inthe, 
gressive evolution of man, we see a continuous a cont from ; 
material to the spiritual, a steady and fuller saturation of fle 
by soul, until in man the process of development reaches u nh, 
plane, improving henceforth not the physical traits but refy 
ing and elevating the mental and moral faculties. This ne, 
cycle of spiritual evolution in which man thinks the thoughts o 
God after Him and becomes a remoulder and finisher of th. 
earth, a second creator, as it were, bespeaks for him a grande 
and more permanent future ; bringing our race, as it does, into, 
closer union with the Author of our being, as the destiny ang 
consummation of humanity. No less noble a sequel than this 
to the tragic story of to-day would properly interpret 
struggles and pains of humanity or fitly conclude the drama of 
man’s existence. Though the fleshly body decomposes at (eat) 
and gives back to the earth the dust it has borrowed for awhile, 
it is perfectly conceivable that the soul that animated it has 
already organised for itself some subtler, interior organe, 
ready, with the decay of the grosser body, to step out into tl 
unseen world where all its affections and hopes have long bee 
centred. 

Tt is the Spiritualist who has the greatest reason to be 
confident. The future is his ; and all things work together 
for his justification. It is he, too, who can tell Science thy 
meaning of its own most advanced achicvements, The 
blessedness of this is well told by Professor Bixby :— 

Not infrequently when the curtain of night is drawn abou 
you, you have been summoned to the telephone, and putting 
your ear to the receiving tube, heard familiar voices issue out 
of the darkness, guided by the slender pathway modern science 
provides. The friends were miles away, perhaps, or you did 
not know at all where they were: you but recognised their 
voices, received their messages, and had no shadow of doubt 
about their continued existence. So when out of the cloud of 
mystery about us, significant voices and tender messages come 
to us by some strange telephony ; prescient aspirations of the 
soul, comforting intuitions of the believing heart, marvels of 
the open tomb or the risen Christ, or modern miracles that 
demonstrate the superiority of mind to body and the thinues of 
the shell that shuts us out from the spiritual world, then let us 
receive them reverently and gratefully. We ought not to fear, 
but to rejoice in the advance of modern knowledge. This Saul 
of science has now become one of the prophets, for these latter 
day miracles are daily making the hopes of religion seom less 

wild and fanciful, These fuiry tales that science is turning into 
pe end — showing us how much more marvellous 
han miracle are the realitios of God's universe. 

ces are the mightiest. Beyond the farthest 
» tele pushes the domain of the visible, 
le ; and by its unseen energies, all this brive 
1 kept alive. In every inch of space, 

e wisdom of God, the power and love of 

rise to higher ranges of being as we 

al rhythms and make our hearts 

grander and invisible currents 


ut now is not knowledge but 
On which the new dis- 
Bought we knew, we 


of vision, what shall we say of the spirit —of that 


3 ad subtile reality which is conscious, perce ptive, 

he recipient of these revelations, the investi- 
marvels, who counts the stars, measures the 
ens, and not only ‘weigheth the mountains,’ but the 
ud of him (using the Revised Version of the 
My i“ ong we may say, Thou hast made him but 


than God.’ 


' PHOTOGRAPHY BEFORE THE SOCIETE DE 
MEDECINE, PARIS. 


ea recent article in L'Eclair’ 
e de ln Pensée Humaine’ :— 
afew months since, and the following account 
o the Societé de Médecine at Paris, would 
have been received with general incredulity, but 
yof Dr. Réntgen has now accustomed us to 
mv that objects jnvisilile to the human eye are 
f reproduction on the photographic plate. 

$i was with the most intense interest that Dr. 


on La Photo- 


jie Direc 


es he had for some years been engaged in, for 
eof obtaining photographs of pictures emanating 
man brain. The idea of photographing thought 
the first blush to be ineredible, and yet Dr. 
ieves he has succeeded in obtaining a series of 
hic proofs where there is something.’ We may 
the interpretation of that ‘something,’ but 
the fact remains that a sensitive plate, pro- 
ll outside influences, has received and retained 
which the Doctor atlirms to have been produced 
will alone, manifesting at a distance, without 
‘any intermediary. Again I repeat, it seems 
i 
it entering into the past experiments of the 
gator for the purpose of proving that man 
a fluidic atmosphere, the nature of which 
srmined, we will confine ourselves to the 
of the experiences by which Dr. Baradue 
etures formed in the human brain can be 
0 without any external aid become fixed 
phic plate. The picture was obtained 
ng conditions, the operator and 
wo Roumanian savants, Dr. Istrati and 
tor of Education, who had long carried 
sin thought photography. 

ber of the article, for fear of any 
y such an extraordinary experience, 
o exact terms used by Dr Baradue in 


NGULAR PHOTOGRAPH. 
Campana, after having arranged 


hould appear at Bukarest on the 
Roumanian savant, M. Hasden, 


ee being about the same 


st 4th, 1893) xl. Hasden, on 
ure od to evoke the spirit of 
‘apparatus at the head 
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on it is a 
luminous „pot, on which we recognise the profile of the 
forehead, the outline of the orbit of the eye, the line of the 
and the silhouette of the beard. : 


We have before us proof of this photo ; 


’ 
Hose, 


To convinee us of the exactitude of this reproduction at 
a distance, a photographic proof, obtained in the ordinary 
way, wan placed beside this psychic image, and the com- 
parison of the two astonished even the subject himself. 
M. Istrati came to Bukarest and stood perfectly astounded 
before his own profile, the fluidic image being undoubtedly 
n more exact portrait than the material one. 


Translated for Licur’ by 
Eviza Lori Boucner. 


SPIRIT INTERCOURSE OR TELEPATHY—WHICH ? 


I may premise my simple account by referring to the 


fact that in the same house with us, though in another 
wing, resides a young Euglish lady, between whom and my 
The former 
that 


Swiss mountains 


daughter there exists a very warm friendship. 


is extremely electrical ; so much so, indeed, on one 


occasion when they were together on the 
during a violent thunderstorm, my daughter, happening 
to touch her friend’s hand, received a distinct electric shock 
up her arm. Some years ago, this lady (Signora B.) lost a 
dearly-loved sister, and of whom she 
minded by the presence of the only child of the latter, who, 
for several years, was brought up by herself and her mother. 
we were in the habit of having 
quite informal séances about twice a week, alternately at 
American friends, and 


was constantly re- 


During the past winter 


our own rooms and at those of some 
very occasionally Signora B. would be present. 

As we had been fairly successful on various previous 
occasions in evoking very interesting phenomena, we were 
naturally disappointed when we obtained nothing but the 
most ordinary table movements. 

One evening, however, when we were sitting as usual at 
our American friends’ house, the Signora not being present, 
my daughter felt the shivering sensation she so often 
experiences at séances, and also a strong impression of 
a presence behind her, which appeared as if striving to 
envelop her. She had the conviction that it was the sister 
of her friend, and on putting the question it was answered 
in the atlirmative 

The influence being persistent, and following her to our 
home a walk of some length, she at last quietly put the 
following question: ‘If you are really my friend’s sister, 
will you give me a test by going to her to-night and im- 
pressing her in her sleep!“ 

The next morning, on awaking, Signora B. said to her 
husband, I have been dreaming so of my sister,’ and 
noticed the fact particularly, as she had not dreamt of her 
for months previously. 

I give this slight but significant account for what it is 
worth, every fact being of value in helping us to formulate 
a theory on these interesting but most perplexing subjects, 

Euiza Lutiry Boucuer. 


Tue Latest e X“ Ray Apvvance.—The Berlin correspon- 
dont of the Standard records an advance in Rontgen-ray phote- 
graphy, rendering it possible to view the inner organs of the 

human body. The shadows of the organs in question were 


thrown on a fluorescent screen, so that they could be observed 
by several | Lenco at once, 


Thus Professors Dubois Reymond 
enact clearly to see the larynx, the 
se ttc and the heart. Herr 
the pathological con- 
sof aman who had suffered 
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AN INSTRUCTIVE STORY OF OBSESSION. 
(Continued from page 281.) 


One day Varia came to me looking quite gay, and said, It 

is singular, but Tam no longer afraid, If it is the will of God 

that men should be instructed through me, Tam ready. May 
His will be done!“ 

Later on Varia came to me and I saw at once that she was 
under John’s control. 

“I have just returned from a journey,’ he said, * 1 went to the 
places where I lived and died. Varia meanwhile was taken care 
of hy the other spirits. I found again some friends to whom I 
had been kind when on earth. They remembered it and for a 
long time have called to me, wishing to instruet me. I was 
deaf to their appeals. Now they have found me and are teach- 

ng me many things; for I was not bad while on earth, but too 
inclined to debauchery. I tried to urge Varia to evil, but 
could not succeed, and, thus resisting, she helped me onwards.’ 

* Why did you not try to grow better sooner?’ I asked him. 

J could not move. I did not think at all. Are there not 
many like me amongst you now! It was very difficult for me 
to rouse myself to à consciousness of truth. Let us now try 
and sit round the table; perhaps we might produce something.’ 

‘But Varia will never consent,’ I said. 

Oh yes; we will urge her to it.’ 

During the winter a friend of mine, V. J. Pribytkof, of 
Moscow, came to St. Petersburg. I related to her all about 
Varia and John, and she was as much struck as myself with the 
transformations of Varia and John. One day I told her of 
John's wish that we should sit round a table, and he, speaking 
through Varia, as usual, told us we ought to form a cirele of 
ten or twelve people, all /elievers. Where are we to find so 
many?’ I asked. My friend proposed we should sit at once. 
We were four, my friend, Varia, a Mdlle. M., and myself. We 
objected that there were no men. 

But we are three men here, said John, two of my associates 
and myself. 

Shall we have the séance in darkness?’ I asked. 

a the dark, We hope to produce manifestations in the 
sit and for that obscurity is necessary.’ 

I will not remain in the dark for worlds,” cried V. J. Pribyt- 
— NE ene Na fear 

John said sadly : Only spirits who are not wicked can 
produce manifestations in the air ; wet io Gee 

* Let us try raps,” I said to John, but he 

Evil ones can produce those also. All a a rule, 
succeeds best with the wicked ones ; they are numerous on earth 
and around you ; whereas the good aee pure andi rant That is 
why there are so few sperior manifestations. You mortals 
ee ee 5 us. And 5 
warn you that Boussinkof try to stop us and 
of his tricks.’ 
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Maris Potrovna, (*) forgive me! When I first oar, 
I stole sugar and nuts. Oh! what asinner Tam. They jn, 
telling you how intensely I loved the lad I could n. t tha a 
Tam ashamed to confess it to you, but they tell ine jt i, * 
to pass through all such proofs while on earth and to repent of 
them! I was ready to follow him.’ - 

*My poor child, calm yourself,’ 
conquered your passion now and resisted, do not ery any thorp, 
but sleep peacefully.’ 

She continued, however, to worry herself. 
took things of yours my conscience tormented me. 
confess, but shame restrained me. The days came and wen, 
and you thought me perfectly honest ; 

“At any rate, now you nave confessed ! 
your mind. Leave off crying, and try to go to sleep,’ I said u 
this great sinner, who was so oppressed with grief. This 85 f 
me to understand how good could come out of evil: t 
undeveloped spirits, whilst only wishing to frighten Varia, 1 
do her harm, had thus brought her to repentance, and aly 
caused me to reflect. 

Next morning Varia said to me: 
yesterday the coarse voice shouted : 
we can do nothing!” Notwithstanding that, apparitions passe] 
before my eyes, but vague and incomplete, whilst the gentle 
voices, like music, interrupted their clamour saying : “ We alw 
rejoice and return thanks to the Lord for her, All is brighter 
around her now she has repented.” But you have not repental 
at all! Look at us!” cried out the dark spirits. 
vast number of black creatures. Their groans and sobs tore 
my heart. See how much we suffer !” they said, “ There are 
others we do not show you, as they are too alarming! Wheres 
we are already asking for work ! for prayers. But 


I said. Since you hay 


Euch time 


whereas |——’ 
You have lightens 


‘The moment you left m 


impure as we are we cannot do higher work. . We have 
been useful to you! We also used to take other peoples 
goods ; we were haters, liars, evil-tempered.” . . . And 


their cries increased while their sobs tortured me.“ 

Varia cried at the recollection of these sufferers, and then 
continued :—- 

The spirits have ordered me to pass in review the whole 
of my life, even down to its smallest details. I see nos 
how much wickedness there wasin me! As a child, I rewew- 


ber tearing my dress in spite, and now reprimands wound | 


me and make me angry. You sce how bad I am. My God! 


Tam afraid you will despise me, after all I have said.’ 

T thought to myself, what a good thing it would be if we all 
examined ourselves thus. What right had I to despise this 
younger sister, who liad been placed, for some reason, by Provi- 
dence on my road through life? . . 
into Varia's room and found her awake. 


She began at once: 
all sorts of things. But by John's voice 
De aut be afraid; we are with you! They candy 
four guardian angel is with you, as well as we, 
ight as he is, we hope to become as white. 
You see that we are not so black. 
o brighten us. If you only know what 
s when you mortals only even speak of us 
us 1” 
owd came forth the old Prince Bayou 

f desamt ! I was in his service for 

r had been a bad one. This 
rye bread, from which he had 
husk, whic is so hard and 
wages, Sitting i in his 
his stick in a threaten- 
ot 8 him a grudge, bon 
5 re * You area 


I wished n 4 


„She has confessed. Now | 


And I sawa | 


T went one evening | 
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AN ORCADIAN WITCHCRAFT CASE. 


By Ebd. 


Inamiscollany formerly published by the ‘Abbotsford Club’ 
hore are to he found collected a number of peculiar cases of 
witeheraft occurring in Scotland in the middle of the 

th century, and the one now extracted appears to ine 
iin to scat curious and interesting in the collection, (1) 
denne the charges were of an unusually trivial and sven 
fidiealous description ; (2) because neither his Satanic Majesty 
jor any spirit of evil was alleged to be mixed up with 
the sorcery ; and (3) because the case was one which was 
before a court of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, viz., the ‘ Kirk 
Sesion’ of the parish of Strona. This \ecdlesiastioal body 
een of the Minister and ‘ Elders’ of the Kirk, and, at 
barous period, these Church Courts were undoubtedly 
ith authority, or at least assumed to themselves the 
trying offenders within their bounds. 
the case now to be dealt with, the accused person appears 
een A sort of parish ‘mendicant’ named Marion Richard 
d, who seems to have been regarded as a ‘wise woman’ 
t. The acts charged extended over a long period of 
ng the date of the trial, which took place in the 
fronsay, in March and April of 1633. A large number 
Appear to have been examined, and their evidence is 
proceedings, at great length. As, however, the 
ly written in the old Scottish vernacular of the 


Pin t. 


retire 


iy as possible with the leading acts charged against 
o woman. 

s Fisher deposed to seeing the accused along with 
de Miller, sitting on the ruins of the old house of 
2 between them was a black man; and that, 

„Miller cried out ‘Curse take hime, for he 
enen the accused said to her companion: 

e for he will not be believed.“ Likewise 
eaton, spouse to James Fell, deponed and confessed 
ne accused was ‘in the stocks,’ Catherine Miller 
9 have been one of her close companions) came 
i; The plague of God upon thy eye, for if 
t which I bad ye, ye had not been troubling us 
rther charged against the accused that she had 
t of a cat belonging to James Davidson, an 
man, in his bait water,’ stating that thereby his 
would be improved for the year, and to that 
1 d thrown the water, in which the cat’s feet had 
» the sea, after the said James Davidson's boat 
e fishing ground. Another case of cat washing 
o by one David Jok, who stated that having 
to the accused that he was not likely to have 
rear, the panel said to him, that would be 
nd calling for the cat she washed its head and 
Wherein the bait was to be kept, and that 
‘the water into the bait basket and over the 
saying when he came to sea he would get 


n came forward, named Margaret and 
red that five or six years previously, 
ly disease which kept her ‘sense- 
ong time, and this having come to the 
une to their house, and, taking a pail 
, where she took something out of 

5 b* and did put it into the water 
Rose the dish, and did breathe 
3. A the patient, saying if 
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her a drink, whereupon they declared that they at once lost 
‘all the profit of their milk.“ Thereafter, they having com- 
plained of this calamity to the accused, she told Mrs. Drewer 
to go to the sea-shore and watch nine waves come in, and when 
the tenth wave rolled in, to take three handfuls of the water 
and pour them into a pitcher, which she also directed to be 
afterwards emptied into the churn, whereupon she predicted 
that the profit would come back again. 

A large number of other charges were gone into upon the 
evidence of witnesses, including (1) the alleged curing of a 
family of the name of Keith, of intense and prolonged thirst by 
the simple expedient of making them drink ‘ one mutchkin of 
small ale,’ whereupon they deponed the thirst of the household 
departed ; (2) Marion, being refused alms by one William 
Fotheringham, the panel went te the door and said he would 
lose something ere long, and sure enough within eight days 
thereafter his best cow died; (3) that she cured the sick horse 
of one William Anock by putting some stuff into a sieve and 
shaking it over the horse's head, after which it recovered. 

The last charge made against the accused was for being act 
and part in abominable superstition in respect that two or three 
years previous to the trial, and having come to Stronsay and 
asked alms from one Andrew Cooper, skipper of a barque, who 
lived there, he said to her he would get nothing; whereupon (the 
indictment says), ‘you departed very otfendit, and the 
skipper having then put to sea and the vessel being under sail, 
he immediately ‘run mad,’ and would have leapt overboard, but 
was prevented by his son, his seized him by the arms and re- 
strained him. No sooner had this happened than the madness 
left the father and went to the son. On this being observed 
by one of the crew of the barque, he immediately took a dog 
which was on the vessel, and, having bled it over the shoulders 
of the insane boy. the dog immediately became mad, and as the 
report frequently says, ‘whereby those on the barque were 
saved.’ The indictment then concludes by saying that this 
madness was all done by ‘your witchcraft and devilry, which 
you cannot deny.’ 

The report then goes on to state that, as the result of the 
evidence and the proof given of the various acts of witchcraft 
above summarised, Marion Layland was found guilty by the 
Kirk Session of the Parish of Stronsay, and in accordance with 
the barbarous practice at the time, they sentenced this poor 
beggar woman to be worried’ (strangled) at the stake and her 
body to be thereafter burned to ashes, which barbarous sentence 
was thereafter duly carried into effect. 

Summing up this extraordinary story of persecution and 
malice, one can discern no trace of the elements which pervaded 
the major portion of the cases dealt with by me in my former 
articles on the Scottish witcheraft period, as, for instance, there 
was here no charge of traflicking with Satan or of communien 
with familiar or evil spirits ; no raising of the Devil; no invocis- 
tion of the name of the Trinity, as occurred in many of the other 
cases ; in short, the whole case resolved itself into this—that, 
on two occasions the accused washed a cat for the purpose of 
improving the fishing interest in Stronsay ; that she cured a 
horse; and that she rid a household of theic great thirst by the 
harmless consumption of a mutchkin of small ale ; and that even 
in the cases where she was supposed to have committed injury 
to man or beast she was always ready, by the use of a little stupid 
incantation or other harmless devices, to remove the alleged evil. 
One of the most curious features in the case is the alleged sudden 

insanity of the skipper of the barque, and its transference from 
the father to the son, and from the son to the dog. This inei- 
dent, so far as known to me, is a unique episode in the annals 
of witcheraft. The case is also peculiar in respect of the number 
of years which elapsed between the several acts of witchcraft 
alleged to have been committed by this Orcadian beggar woman, 
who, to put it briefly, seems to have simply in the end paid 
the penalty for being (as old-fashioned Scottish people 
put it) no canny.’ As pointed out at the beginning, this 
is one of the comparatively few cases on record where 
the ‘crimes of witchcraft, sorcery and incantation were 
ical Jurisdiction, as their activity 

was usually limited to the 
„ for the punishment of immorality, 
Minor offences ; but at some 

of wae gnats 7 a 


other 
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longer than in Ultima Thule,’ where many ancient * and 
customs still exist among these northern fishermen, ‘ Udallers * 
and crofters. The case I have dealt with shows the utter 
ignorance, superstition, and malice of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Stronsay, eho formulated—and the intense ignorance 
and want of Christian charity which characterised the Kirk 
Session of the parish, who gravely recorded the evidence before 
narmted, and in the end barbarously murdered this parish 
mendicant in the interests of religion and for the furtherance of 


~ PHOTOGRAPHING THOUGHT. 


Dr. Baradue bas wade u communication to the Paris 
Académie de Médecine, in which he affirms that he has suc- 
ceeded in photographing thought. and he has shown numerous 
photographs in proof of his assertion. His usual method of 
preceeding is (says the ‘Standard’s’ correspondent) simple 
etugh. The person whose thought is to be photographed 
enters = dark roum, places his hand vn a photographic plate, 
and thinks intently of the object the image of which he wishes 
te see pruduced. It ix stated by those who have examined Dr. 
Rades photographs that most of them are very cloudy, but 
that a few are comparatively distinct, representing the features 
of persoms and the outlines of things. Dr. Baradue goes further, 
and declares that it is possible to produce a photographic image 
ata great distance. In his conumunication ta the Académie de 
Médecine, he relates ther Dr. Istrati, when he was going to 
Campana, declared he would appear on a photographie plate of 
his friend, M. Hasden, st Bucharest. On August 4th, 1893, 
M. H. Aen., st Bucharest, went to bed with » photographic 
plate at his feet and another at his head. Dr. Istrate went to 
dleep at Campanas, st a distance of about three hundred kilo- 
metres from Bucharest, but before closing his eyes he willed 
graphic plate of his friend. According to Dr. Baraduc, that 
marvel was acemmplished. Journalists whe have examined the 
photegraph in question state that it consists in a kind of 
luminous spot on the photographic plate, in the midst of which 
can be traced the profile of a man. 
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N. len, 
Turketine as he was tied by spirits, which Appeared 
done in a very skilful and workmanlike mann ; 
East hourno. 11 
ton . 
Our Elder Spiritualists 

Sim,—1 was intensely interested in your re pi 
narrative of spirit power in the home of Mr. Chav 
but I desire to correct the historical inaccuracy in «1 
‘ 5 eer ‘ ‘*e n i 
is, Perhaps, the oldest Spiritualist.’ 1 personally know 
mom residing near London who were active and wel). 
Spiritualists some fifteen years before Mr. Ch LM pernowns 
know a cluster of persons, from five to ten years old. mest 9 
have had evidences of spirit life and power of no ordinary 

South Norwood, S E. J. Exons Jos 

Good and Evil. 

Stn. —In your issue of May 16th | read an article wit | 
above heading from the pen of Mr. Newton Crosland, | 
that article the following passages occur : | 

But how can we reconcile the existence of evil with 
vernment of an omnipotent, omniscient, all-wise, bevevolen 
tox 

This reconciliation can be effected on very simple 
reasonable grounds. Here is the mental and logical formula 


God only is absolute perfection; therefore, unless Hen 
makes Himself, all His works must be inferior to Himself 
if inferior, then they are imperfect ; if imperfect, then thy 
are liable to influences opposed to perfection, in a word, t 
evil. Thus we perceive that God could not elimina 
from His own Universe, as long as He organised and left it 
4 creation. 

I would, sir, with your permission, like to ask Mr. Jrosland 
question with respect to the above passages. I was always taught 
that the word * ommipotent* meant all powerful, able to do al 
things.” But assuming that this definition is correct, if there is u. 
thing that God cannot do, how can He be said to be ‘omnipotent 

Deal. G. B. R. 


An Unbeliever’s Difficulties. 


. far as I can see, * Icarus’ has no difficulty to ove 
come except strong unreasoning prejudice. The maternal 
fhots he puts in one category, and opposes to the other facts 
Science (not Spiritualism) which he prefaces with the quali 
tion “alleged,” are not in opposition at all; and when we sh ; 
hie this, and prove that the body is the vehicle of the iind. 
rather of the power behind the mind, he says, * Ah, that is gu 
what has to be proved.’ Well, hypnotism proves it, and thers 
2 from the proof. On the other hand, the ie 


— a agg of physical causes is a new theo rT. 


— brain be rendered unconscious, though: 
is his evidence for this? He really give 

@ man's head no doubt makes him com 
unn bat it does not prove that be 
U the facts alloged by * Icarus,’ and accepted 

ble men, do not touch the question ot al 
— ti study the question is to see whether 
Meéally Unconscious can see and think. The 
on that this is possible puts an end to the 
mee and for all, and it would have ox 
+ the conservatism and uarrownes 
n Vested interest in old an! 
learn wheo they have come w 


All the investigators are Spiritualists | 
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v“iniditure of time and patient study that most of us have as in- 


aie | 
05 the phenomena one thing or another, just dividuals arrayed ourselves on one side or the other of the oppos- 
„ investigate natural phenomena are natural ing fores On the one side are ranged not only many * well- 
although some should believe the earth to instructed people ® but many ten of the hivh sientific stand- 
ul othors that it is round, It dows not invalidate ing whe consider the chasm between matter and piri! alre uly 
philowe hy that some people ave unronsonable enough spanned, and that the revelations of hypnotian bay paychical 
' at the earth is flat, or that brains make thought, 1 earch, far fron ruining Spirituahen,’ are alos — but 
u it discredit Spiritualivn that some Spiritualists surely rendering the structure firmer. On the other side are 
than investigaters. Vin. then who either scorn the wabject a youring of superstition 
or who believe that the univer cottaum no room for any 
of do not consider that *fearus’ has been aufficiently further dincoveris 
Ho's, in fact, a victim of the ‘Scholar's Mate’ in We need not bu anxious. Let * learus’ take plenty of time, 
maphysien) chess. C. B. 
= to me that the real solution of the problem he has [We can insert no more lexrus' letter 
ep dignify his superficial difficulty with euch a 
22 ug title—may be thus expressed :— The Resurrection of Miss Diana Vaughan. 
. physical and the spiritual. g a a Pr 
padiousness can be extinguished by a blow 3 but 8 , Mie, Diana aan (Waits ~ ; Devil Worthip 2 
cumstances the spiritus al consciousness can only France,’ p. 279) asems 5 have promises nn English ue ultists 
when it is disentangled from its abnormal whe weee explaining her away a surprise but they litele 
don thought that her tiny vould be so heavy, the very 
ivlement can be accomplished in two ways, moment that Mr. Waite's book appeared proving Der to bea 
h or by mesmerie treatment. thing of rade ps vn 1 ude u d * It ee 
ithat by inesmeric treatment physical pain and con- grindor Margie tea +, and hold up —_ A 
un) be entirely suppressed, while the spiritual of the pious, te il 1 ee Poor Italian and ores sj 
is in full activity. tamb mirine over his head, e chibiting incuntestabl noan-lif : 
st ik very simple, and belongs to the A BO of Che anne is entmplete, ee en Pe 2 
ph Nose hy. Newrtox Costa b. existence of Lucifer a ell us of Mies Diana Vau Khan. . . 
After this collapse there seem little chance of Mr. Waite’s 
w us ‘Icarus’ waits to find reconciliations book being at once trauslat od into Fre commended by 
ne 8’ as generally understood and the phenomenns the critic ia Laser ; en. > sn rape 7 , cotta — 
isin, so long will he find himself sitting on the fence. oun eee neighbour, wit L — 2 3 paren 
in dee he knows no more of electrio and on their bookshelves, would very warmly welcome a . wrk which 
ore. or of the relation between electricity and ‘explodes’ A — 1 55 — 8 . = 3 
khan he knew fifty years ago. Let Learus“ tionary epoch 2 something etween . ren n ant : 
bol of researchers ponder that avowal, Lord Sunday-echool. 2 — Miz. Waites book u — 
refuse acceptance of facts (in his domain of Cae pe ed has indiceted « pomible 8 
end the hidden subtleties lying between EliPhte Lévi and Albert Pike. | Walder, e len. 
de deny rr tenant of the American, and a frien of Eliphas Lavi, is said 
by « Palladist revealer, Leo Ta xil, to have * inported the New 


ntic cable because he can find out nothing of 
will be truly philosophical when they simply 
facts. At present we have nothing to do 
productive of our phenomena. We receive 
and are not so foolish as to reject it 
nh’ can be found. 

f hheinp ruined by hypnotic and psychical 
d only remark that hypnotism has about as 
Mritualism as caligraphy with literature. 
M. A. I. 


— 


“Tearus’in * Ligur’ of the 20th inst. 

incident I once read of in connection with 

gin Hyde Park, when a quiet-looking 

U flag, endeavoured to make his way to 
wspecting crowd making way for him and 

He then unfurled his flag, and lo! 
tblem looked-for there appeared the 
action. 

„ makes an apparently unprejudiced 
his second he shows himself ta be 
ing for a fray! He asked how 
" satisfaction the teachings of 
noes drawn from the phenomena 
g to prove that part of our complex 

4 72 


1. 


th 


ee called death ; and some of us 
the sources whence we had 
of recorded facts which 


and Reformed Palladiam from America into France, and assem- 
bling the disciples of Lévi, to have founded the Mother Ledge of 
the Lotus.’ (Waite, p. 65.) 
I have dogmatised wrongfally and hastily on this subject and 
I will dogmatise I was struck with the fact that 
Eliphas Lévi announced that he acknowledged 
this Azote. and called this God Lucifer, and ‘ Baphomet,” 
like the Palladists. Then I probably hastily, to the con- 
clusion that Baphomet was in Martiniem before the 
Albert Pike. Mr. fat as I can find, gives no date for 
the visit of Walder, and, indeed, discredits it in foto. And he 
contact between Palladist 


no more. 
no God except 
just 
came, 
date of 


Waite, 


attributes the palpable points of 
rituals and Léyi's writings to plagiarism on the part of the 
But this only carries back the dithiculty one step. Why 
ashes of burnt Baphomet- 


former, 
should Eliphas Lévi stir up the 
worshippers of three hundred years back, if Baphomet all this 
time has been buried with them Antave LIIIIx. 


‘Beware’: ‘ Fraudulent Mediumship.’ 


Sm,—Permit me a few final words with reference to the 
‘Sunderland Exposure.’ I have good reason for believing that 
J. Watson wrote to you before he knew the attitude I assumed 
with regard to R. Blacklock’s first letter to you as te his recent 
experiences with a wediam at his house. In your contem- 
porary this week, Mr. Blacklock writes confirming what Mrs. 
Warren states in her letter which follows J. Watsun's. My 
purpose in what I wrote (published by you May goth) was to 
call forth candid statements from R. Blacklock. He did not 
give all the facts regarding Mrs. Warren. 

He rather insinuated that she continued to act fraudulently 
the he sume evening on which the exposure of another 

ory sae Blacklock’s, The version given in your 
time after by R. Blacklock was quite differ- 


— the paid but you doubtless 
8 point. But, sir, 
ht as much of 8 


nar che de ubts 


— 
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parts, I will thank you to afford me space for the attempt, My 
attitude is that of impartial observer and critic. 

T hope J. Watson and R. Blacklock appreciate your article, 
‘Beware,’ as I do. The last four paragraphs should be read 
and pondered over by all inquirers. I feel inclined to quote the 
whole four paragraphs, but your thoughtful readers will have 
done as I have-—read them over and over again. But T must 
quate a few sentences: We surely go astray if we assume that 
the other world is entirely unlike this. Here the saint and 
the sinner tramp along the same road: and, if the doors are 
left open, saint or sinner may enter in.’ It is as absurd to 
suppose that all mediums are saints as to take for granted that 
all spirits are angels. We are far, very far, from advising a sinis- 
ter and suspicious treatment of mediums. From that no good 
enn come. . But wo do say that it is good to go all the way 
(my italics) with the deep significance of the words medium” 
and '‘sensitive.”" And this, emphatically, I say is noglected 
by the people who rush into print with every item tending to 
‘expose ' mediums or sensitives. You say ‘The novice needs to 
be told that this is a very subtile and complex study, and that 
one should be prepared for contrwiction, confusion, and perhaps 
some measure of perilous mislewding,’ and I would include 
materialisations of appaceatly fraudulent type, I would defend 
every medium from persecation. 

What is a medium! J. Watson seems to me to have rather 
erade ideas. If he perused the article by * Vir in your issue 
of June 13th, he would find that there is reasonable argument 
against his supposition that satisfactory evidence may be ex- 
pected at circles formed by delegates from each of the societies 
he refers to. What concern has the medium with any society! 
What rights have any society to be satisfied as to any medium 
It is no reflection upon J. Watson or on R. Blacklock if I main- 
tain that I have seen evidence in the presence of any medium 
that spirit power has been wanifested through such medium to 
any ove of my senses. I may wake my statement; they may 
doubt it. And I have an equal right to question statements 
made by them. 

J. Watson assumes fraud in all phases of mediumship. I 
do not understand the state of mind of people who hanker after 
evidence of the truth of continuity of life after the death of the 
body, spesking or writing as J. Watson writes. ~ 

Sensitives who develop their gifts are spoken of and 
written about as if they were a lower grade of mortals because 
of their medi ip. The blotting out is the educational dis- 
cipline ‘sitters’ should go through. 

Tt is, in my opinion, of greater importance to sift the wheat 
from the chaff among candidates for admission to séances than 
to incemantly carp at the medium. 

Let this consideration come moreto the front. Are all who 
seek phenomens imbued with sincere desire for truth?! Axe ull. 

if sincere, qualified by reading and thinking to enter into the 
investigation in proper condition of health of mind and body? 


evidence is offered it should always be earnestly 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


| Correspondents who send us notices of the work of the Societies wi 
they are associated will oblige by writing as distinctly as po y 
appending their signatures to their communications. Inattentien | 
requirements Often compels us to reject their contributions 
received later than the first post on Tuesday is sure of admin 


Epswionton Srintruauists’ Socrery, Brecn Hau, fy, 
tAN#, N.—Mrs. Brenchley being unavoidably absent . 
Brenchley gave an interesting address upon * Joan of g 
Which was much appreciated. Next Sunday, at 7 u., A. 
Yeeles.—A. Waker. 

Cakpirr Psycno.oaieat, Socrery, Sr. Jonny's Han, 
Sunday last Mr. S. Longville gave a thoughtful addrog , 
‘The Mission of Spiritualism.’ The after séance was kin, 
led hy Mrs. Dowdall’s ‘Snowflake.’ On Sunday next our meg, 
ings will be held at the Town Flall, at 11 a. m. and 6.59 pm 
Monday, 29th, at 8 p.m. Addresses by Mrs, E. Hardin, 
Britten, of Manchester. — E. A. 

Dawn or Day Spirirvan Soctery, 85 (Late 81), Forrn 
road, Kentiso Towns, N. W. - On Sunday last Mrs. Yeele 
through her guides, gave an inspirational address on the ‘Bay | 
of Spiritualism.’ Also satisfactory cluirvoyance, twelve descrip 
tions being recognised in a crowded audience. Next Satuniy 
Mrs. Yeeles will again hold a meeting at above address. Chir 
voyanee to follow at 7.30 p.m. On Sunday next, service, Mn 
Bingham; Mrs. Spring, clairvoyante, at 7.30.—M. Roast 
Hon, See. 

Srmrrvar Arnexecum, 113, Epowane-roap, N.W.—las 
Sunday Mr. Horatio Hunt lectured on a subject proposed by 
the audience. On Tuesdays, June 30th, July 7th, and July 
14th, at 8 p. m., Mr. A F. Tindall will deliver a series of trance 
lectures on White and Black Magic,’ ‘ Luciferianism,' ‘The 
Eastern and Western Schools of Occultism,’ ‘Spiritual Chu. 
unity, The Spiritual Christ,’ and ‘ Spiritualism as the Com 
forter.’ Those wishing to attend can have free tickets by wnitten 
application. — . F. Trypart, 15, Lanark-villas, Maida Vale, 

Surrey Masonic HALL. Cameerwert New-noap, 8.E.—(n 
Sunday last Mr. Long dealt exhaustively with a long line of 
argument from a Christian opponent in his usual concise and 
emphatic manner, reminding our friends how much time ani 
energy would be spared if they would but study what our 
position is before they seek to oppose it. Mr. Long his 
arranged to debate with this particular friend at our Thurslay 
meetings at 35, Station-rond, at 8.30. Inquirers weloowe 
Anpnal excursion to Keston by brakes, July 13th. Tickets 
3s. Ga, including tea. Next Sunday, Mr. and Mrs, Brenchley. 
—A. E. B. 


Norra Loxvos Srinrruatters' Society, WELLAVqrox Hau, 
Tstiyeron. —On Sunday morning last a successful meeting was 
conducted in Pinsbury Park by Messrs, Jones and Brooks. 
On Sunday next, as usual, at 11 a. m., and at Wellington Hall 
Upper-street, Mr. Brailey, at 7 p.m. The outing t Epping 
Forest on was much enjoyed, About sixty friends met 
it ten at n A service was held in the heart of the 

whie conducted by Mr. Brooks. We were indebtel 
to Mr. Veitch for an excellent inspirational address, dealing 


ialities of the spirit in its unfoldment 


the Rodger mins and Bat ol] alw 
* ’ te 
.—T „ B. 


1 wor Semrruatters, West Hau-LAxk. E 
0 ing last Sunday proved a great success, and 
1 1 site 7 


Mr. Wrench, Mr. Gozzett, Mr. 
N Mrs. Bosan, vice-president, occu 
Sunday next Mr. J. Veitch, at 7 p.m. Mr. 
vill lecture and give clairvoyance every Thurs 
rannual excursion to Epping Forest will take 
ust Tickets can be lid from Mr. 
35 „ Ls. Gd.; which mut 
„August 17th. The band of the 
ur „ MeCauiem. 
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